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Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 

Loved as you are 
 

Sunday 24th May 2026 
Day of Pentecost 

 
Everyone is welcome at St Margaret’s. 

 
THE GATHERING 

 
As we gather before the service, we speak to God.  
During the service, we let God speak to us.  
After the service, we speak to each other. 
 
The coming of the promised gift of the Holy Spirit is celebrated on the day of Pentecost, also known as 
Whitsunday. This event, which marks the birth of the Church, is recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. 
The Apostles were gathered together, likely discussing their future mission, when suddenly a mighty 
wind swept through the house and tongues of fire appeared, resting upon each of them. Filled with the 
Holy Spirit, they began to speak in different languages as the Spirit enabled them. 

God the Holy Spirit is God active in the world and within us today, bringing renewal, transformation, 
and new life. At the end of the Day of Pentecost, the Paschal Candle is extinguished as the Church 
moves from the Easter season into Ordinary Time. 

 
We stand and sing at the entrance of the clergy 
 
Processional Hymn 
 
O thou who camest from above 
the fire celestial to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
on the mean altar of my heart! 
 
There let it for thy glory burn 
with inextinguishable blaze, 
and trembling to its source return 
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in humble prayer and fervent praise. 
 
Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire 
to work, and speak, and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire, 
and still stir up the gift in me. 
 
Ready for all thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat; 
till death thy endless mercies seal, 
and make the sacrifice complete. 

         CHARLES WESLEY (1707–1788) 
      Music: HEREFORD SAMUEL SEBASTIAN WESLEY (1810-1876) 

 
THE GREETING 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 
and also with you 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME  
Responsory  
 
As we wait in silence, 
fill us with your Spirit.  
 
As we listen to your word, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
 
As we worship you in majesty, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
 
As we long for your refreshing,  
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fill us with your Spirit. 
 
As we long for your renewing,  
fill us with your Spirit. 
 
As we long for your equipping,  
fill us with your Spirit. 
 
As we long for your empowering,  
fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Silence is kept 

THE GLORIA 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
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THE COLLECT 

 
The priest introduces a period of silent prayer with the words, ‘Let us pray.’ 
The Collect is said, and all respond, Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Please sit for the readings 
 
First Reading 
Acts 2:1-21 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand  
 
The Gospel Reading 
John 20:19-23 
 
Alleluia, alleluia  
There are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit  
By the one Spirit we were all baptised into the one body  
Alleluia  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
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Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please remain standing until the preacher has introduced the Sermon 

 
THE SERMON 

 
We stand 
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
 
Let us declare our faith in God 
 
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,   
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.   
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Prayers for the Church, the world, and for all human need.  After each petition the 
following response is used: 
 
The response to the bidding ‘Lord, come to bless us’ is 

 ‘and fill us with your Spirit’. 
 
The prayers end with 
Generous God, you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river 
Jordan, and upon the disciples in the upper room: in your mercy fill us with 
your Spirit, 
hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind to serve you 
with joy for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

We stand to share the peace. 
 
The Peace 
The priest introduces the Peace 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you.  
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Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 
 
Please remain standing to sing the offertory hymn.  
 
Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, 
breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Bring the presence of the risen Lord 
to renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause your word to come alive in me, 
give me faith for what I cannot see; 
give me passion for Your purity; 
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 
Holy Spirit, come abide within, 
may your joy be seen in all I do. 
Love enough to cover every sin 
in each thought and deed and attitude: 
kindness to the greatest and the least, 
gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
turn my strivings into works of grace; 
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 
 
Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, 
giving life to all that God has made, 
show your power once again on earth, 
Cause your church to hunger for your ways. 
May the fragrance of our prayers arise; 
lead us on the road of sacrifice, 
that in unity the face of Christ 
may be clear for all the world to see. 

KEITH GETTY (b. 1974) 
and STUART TOWNEND (b. 1963) 

Words and Music: © 2005, Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs excl. UK & Europe, administered by Kingswaysongs, a division 
of David C Cook <tym@kingsway.co.uk> Used by permission 



8 
 

 
The Presentation of the Gifts 
 
During the Offertory hymn the bread and wine and the collection are 
brought to the altar and the altar is prepared.  
 
At the end of the Blessing of the Gifts  please respond 
 
Blessed be God forever 
 
We sit or stand 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

The Lord be with you  
And also with you  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The priest praises God for his mighty acts and at the end we say, 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
The priest continues with the prayer which recalls the Last Supper, after the 
elevation the priest says, ‘Great is the mystery of Faith’ 
 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 
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The prayer continues and concludes with the doxology we respond, Amen  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come.  
Your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread 
 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
The Giving of Communion 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
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Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
But only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
The priest invites everyone to come to Communion or for a blessing 
 
Please sit and wait to be directed for Communion. 
 
During the distribution of Communion 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
The Priest prays the post-communion prayer followed by 

 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and 
blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him, we offer you our 
souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power 
of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

NOTICES 
 
Blessing of Light 
 
The ministers go to the Easter Candle. 
A prayer is said ending with ……. 
 
blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Each member of the congregation has a candle which is lit from the Paschal candle. 
 
The Commission 
 
The priest introduces the Commission and then asks 
 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, 
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trusting him to be your guide? 
By the Spirit’s power, we will. 
 
The priest asks four questions and we respond  
We will. 
 
The Easter Candle is extinguished in silence. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Weather permitting, the ministers and people process out of the church by the west 
door, or to the back of the church.  
 
The priest gives the blessing.  
Amen  
 
The Dismissal 
 
Filled with the Spirit’s power, 
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Hymn 
Come down, O Love divine, 
seek thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 
O let it freely burn, 
till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 



12 
 

and let thy glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 
Let holy charity 
mine outward vesture be, 
and lowliness become mine inner clothing: 
true lowliness of heart, 
which takes the humbler part, 
and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
 
And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace, 
till he become the place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 

Discendi, amor santo BIANCO DA SIENA (d. 1434) 
translated by RICHARD FREDERICK LITTLEDALE (1833–1890) 

Music: DOWN AMPNEY RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS (1872-1958) 
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