
 

NOTICES CONTINUED 
 

In church this week –  
 
Monday 11th July  9.00 am Little Dragons 
 
Wednesday 13th July  9.30 am Said Eucharist Service 
    7.30 pm Holiday Club Meeting 
 
     

Forthcoming Events 
 

Our Patronal Festival is on Sunday 17th July 2022 – we will celebrate this at the   
11 am service.  The service will be followed by a Patronal picnic – please bring 

your own food and join in the fun! 
 

Little Dragons 25th of July from 11.30 am to 12.30 pm.  There will be a picnic taking 
place on this day, please bring your own food. 

 
Coach Trip To Winchester Cathedral:  Places are available on Monday 18th July, 
including a tour of the city and the cathedral with a Blue Badge guide.  Cost £48 per 
person.  If you are interested, please speak to Jill Bell (1293 521699) or email 
reader@ifieldparish.org 
 
Easter Team Foodbank:  An update on current particular needs - Soup (especially 
cuppa soups); tinned meat and fish; sanitary towels. 
Due to holidays the next delivery will be on TUESDAY 26th JULY. Please continue to 
leave donations in the basket in church and the team will make sure they get to Easter 
Team on the next delivery. 

Heartfelt thanks as always for your continuing support. Sue 🙏 

 
Easy Fundraising.  The parish has set up a fundraising account with Easy 
Fundraising: If you load the App on your smartphone and computer then online 
purchases from a huge range of suppliers (eg. Amazon, eBay, Tesco, Iceland, Argos, 
Decathlon, M&S, John Lewis, WHSmith Curry’s. AO, apple, Booking.com  etc) will 
result in automatic donations being made to St. Margaret’s Church, Ifield. 
As we now buy so much online this is an easy way to help us at no additional cost - a 
win-win solution. 
Alternatively you can use the link below which takes you direct to our page. 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmargaretsifield/?q=St%20Margarets%20-
%20Ifiel&cat=cause-autosuggest 
 
For more information on Save West of Ifield please refer to this website: 
www.savewestofifield.co.uk   

 
Registered Charity Account no.  1132318 

 

WELCOME TO ST MARGARET’S CHURCH, IFIELD 

 
Please join us 

Here at St. Margaret’s we are delighted to open 
our church again daily from 8:30 am till 4 pm to 

enable people to use this building individually for 
private prayer. 

Although this building has been shut, the ‘church' 
has remained open and active, working to serve 
our community and continuing to gather online. 

Please do look at our website 
www.ifieldparish.org 

or our group 
St Margaret’s Church, Ifield 

for more details of our online services, how to 
join them, and discover how the church is active 
and at work proclaiming in this community, that 

in Jesus you are “Loved as you are”. 
 

10th July 2022        Trinity 4 

Services next Sunday:    
Patronal Festival 

Family Service (9.30 am) 
Sung Eucharist Service (11 am) 

For our prayers  
The Parish: 

 
 

The Sick:         
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Departed:                                                                                 
 

Year’s mind: 
 
 

 
Framfield Close, Friston Walk, Fulmar Close and Galahad 
Road, Fir Tree Close, Fitchet Close and Fox Close 
 
Patients of Langley Green Hospital and                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Richard Aldridge, Mark and Julia Upton, Jill and Mike 
Charman, David Talbot, Paula Holt, Arthur and Doris 
Pattenden, Val, Simon Hollis, Joyce Wakeling, Pat and 
David Talbot, Lydia, Brenda Ward, Amy Wilson, David 
Baker and Chris Bell 
 
Peter Stopford and Jean Bovis 
 
Charles Carter, Ernest Goodwin, Dorrie Gilbert, Margaret 
Poulton, Gladys Wyatt, Charles Barrington, Arthur 
Prendergast, Graham Rodier, Gillian Ball, Maureen Bick, 
Alan Jones, Lilian Smith and Rowland Thorn-Davis 

 
 
 
 

mailto:reader@ifieldparish.org
http://booking.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmargaretsifield/?q=St%20Margarets%20-%20Ifiel&cat=cause-autosuggest
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmargaretsifield/?q=St%20Margarets%20-%20Ifiel&cat=cause-autosuggest
http://www.savewest/


 

Music Meeting 
 

Thank you to all those who offered comments, both positive and negative, regarding the provision of 
music in services here at St Margaret’s. As many of you are aware the PCC met on Tuesday 26th June 
2022 to discuss the issues as part of our PCC meeting and I thought it would be appropriate to let you 
know a little about the meeting and also share with you the outcomes that the PCC has agreed. 
 
I explained to the PCC that we have only been able to sing hymns etc since Trinity 8 last year which 
was 25th July and have only been singing 3 hymns with a hymn at Communion since Advent 2021. That 
means that at the time of the meeting I have had less than a year’s worth of experience of consistent 
hymn singing with you to ascertain what you do and don’t know and like. At the time of the first 
complaints, I had had less than six months to get to know where you where musically and for me, most 
importantly, how that could be built on.  
 
Hymn planning is a complex subject you can’t just sing the same things week in and week out just 
because you like a particular song. And anyway, what you like, your favourite, won’t necessarily be 
what someone else likes. Not everyone in the congregation wants to sing modern worship songs and 
not everyone wants to sing older style hymns. My job as Rector is to find a balance; to try and enable 
everyone to get something out of a service, particularly the 11am service which is the main Sunday 
service. 
 
It is evident from the comments that I haven’t always achieved that balance but as I said the amount of 
experience of this parish as a singing congregation that I have had isn’t vast due to the pandemic. 
Currently we are working on a pattern of two more traditional but not necessarily old hymns and one 
more modern song– meaning that the composer is still alive or has died in the last 5-6ish years in each 
11am service. Stephen has then sung during communion which traditionally was the slot the choir used 
to sing in. We often give you the words to that so that if you know it you can join in with him – but there 
is no obligation to sing if you would prefer to spend the time in prayer. 
 
There were comments about the lack of choir and that is a huge sadness to me too but finding and 
training a new one takes time and this can’t and won’t happen overnight. Additionally, at least at the 
beginning, as this will be an amateur choir, they may not get everything right first time and the 
congregation will need to be supportive of that – comments about how ‘awful’ something is aren’t 
appropriate. The lack of choir also impacts on teaching new things. There are plans to get a choir going 
but I would ask for patience  as this may take a little while.  
 
There were many comments made about the loudness of the music in all the services and having 
undertaken random decibel checks it was evidenced that it would be appropriate to ensure that the 
sound levels in all services are decreased.  
 
There had been some suggestion made that I have a lack of vision for music at St Margaret’s which I 
am saddened about. Before the Vision Day last October Stephen and I had met to discuss my vision for 
music here and this led to us beginning a music strategy. At the Vision Day there were comments made 
about the music which were taken and used to continue refining the music strategy. This music strategy 
has been ready for some time, but I wasn’t prepared to publish it until we had dealt with the 
discontented rumblings.  
 
I acknowledge that it hasn’t been possible to start as many new things as I have wanted to since I got 
here but the pandemic has meant that we have had to start and try things slowly and I would ask for 
your generosity on this because over half the time I have been here there have been restrictions in 
some form or other. I have been hampered by these and by trying to steer the church community safely 
through the pandemic. Ensuring that everyone felt as safe as possible, whilst moving us to a more 
‘normal’ state hasn’t been easy.  
 
But moving on and bearing in mind the motto of St Margaret's: ‘Loved as You Are’, I should like to 
suggest that we need to move forward and away from the criticisms and the very personal comments 
that have been expressed during the music review. I ask that we become supportive of what is tried. 

People give of their talents to be able to sing and play an instrument as part of their worship to God. 
Whether this is excellent or not shouldn’t matter, we should be supportive, particularly if it is a young 
member of our congregation – even if we do not appreciate what they are singing, they are doing their 
best, so let’s as the church family support them. 
I proposed to the PCC that to move forward we should  
 

• As a PCC draw a line under this unrest concerning music having had this opportunity to air 
views, although music will continue to be kept under review. 

• As PCC members actively work to tone down all the negative comments.  

• As PCC members be positive ambassadors for the music and be encouraging to the wider 
congregation in joining in with the hymns and songs of worship. 

• Be supportive as a PCC to those who offer singing solos, psalms and so on as part of our 
worship to God and encourage the congregation to be equally supportive.  

• As PCC members be welcoming and encourage new people to stay for coffee and fellowship 
and discourage any negativity.  

• All work together to identify how we can make improvements – become the solution rather 
than the problem.  

• When a survey of hymns and worship songs is organised members of the PCC will 
encourage the congregation to contribute to this survey and add their favourite hymns. These 
will then be used as appropriate in the planning of services going forward.  

• Ensure that those playing instruments or playing music on screen guarantee that the absolute 
maximum volume is 85 decibels at all times and as a rule lower.  

• Move the organ, piano and choir to an alternative location within the church to be decided 
upon in consultation with the Director of Music so that the music provision is closer to the 
congregation.  

• Hold a Music workshop day in the autumn where the purpose of liturgical music can be 
explained, its place in the Church’s liturgical year and explore the great variety of music 
available.  

• Following the music workshop: 
▪ Launch the Music strategy and begin working and implementing it.  
▪ Encourage people who may wish to join a choir or play musical instruments to 

make themselves known to the Rector and the Director of Music who can then 
involve them in the way forward.  

▪ When the Music Director asks for volunteers to form a choir for special occasions 
be supportive and encouraging.  

• Open up the next music meeting between the Rector and the Director of Music to review 
hymn choices for the following Sundays so that those who attend may contribute 
constructively to this process.  

• Continue to introduce more of the songs and hymns the children sing at school into the 
Family Eucharist Service whilst, at the same time, keep some of the more traditional so that 
there is a good mix of hymns.  

• The Rector keeps under review the choices of hymns for the main Sunday service bearing in 
mind the CCLI best hymns/worship songs, the combined liturgical experience of the Rector 
and the Director of Music and ensure new hymns, worship songs and ordinaries are 
introduced at a steady rate.  

 
These proposals were all agreed by the PCC, and I thank them for their positiveness and for their 
obvious wish to move forward in this.  
 
I will let you know when the next music meeting is to be held so that those who wish to be part of the 
planning may attend.  
 
The date for the Music workshop day will be publicised as soon as a date has been confirmed and hope 
that many of you can attend. 
 
Christine (Rector)  


