
  
    

 
 
  

 

 

Lent is the Old English word for Spring – a time of growth and re-awakening.  
This may sound like wishful thinking in 2024, when Lent begins on 14th 
February and Spring seems a long way off, but it’s never too early to start 
growing.   

While only the fortunate few – the young among us - are still growing in 
stature, we can all grow in faith, and Lent is the ideal time to start this afresh.  
As flowers begin to emerge from bulbs, birds start to search for nesting 

material and the days lengthen, we too can blossom. 

One thing we can do to deepen our faith is to take part in a Lent course or a house group.  Two 
house groups run throughout the year in our parish (please see details below), and this year 
we are also offering a Lent course on Wednesday mornings.  This latter only runs for four 
weeks, so it’s an ideal opportunity to try out a group without making a long-term commitment. 

The Monday morning group meeting at Tree House is doing something different for Lent.  We 
plan to follow an interactive course based on the 2021 film version of West Side Story.  We will 
reflect on the Lenten experience of the Gospels alongside some of the key themes of this 
much-loved musical tale of immigration, segregation, love found and lost, betrayal, repentance, 
and tragedy leading to new resolve. We will start by watching the film together over two Monday 
mornings, 5th and 12th February, and newcomers to the group would be very welcome.  If you 
would like to join us, please let me know so that I can order a copy of the book for you. 

The Wednesday morning group, meeting in the Youth Room at the back of the church, will look 
at a series of biblical reflections and meditations based on readings from the Psalms, Epistles 
and Gospels – the latter three fitting in with our diocesan Year of the New Testament.  Again, 
all will be welcome. 

For those who prefer private study to group work, there is an option for individual study in the 
book which accompanies A Place for Us. I would also recommend the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Lent book for 2024 – Tarry Awhile by Selina Stone – a book which invites us into 
the vibrant tapestry of Black spiritualities, offering wisdom that transforms daily encounters with 
the divine through music, silence, and shared narratives. 

Lent and Holy Week offer us a time for growth in preparation for the joyful awakening of Easter.  
May we, as a church, seize this opportunity to grow together spiritually and deepen our faith. 

Jill 
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SERVICES AT ST. MARGARET’S 
DURING TRIAL PERIOD FROM NOVEMBER 2023 TO MARCH 2024  

 
1st Sunday 9.30 am  

Parish 
Communion 

11.00 am 
Sunday Celebration 

(2.00 pm 
Baptisms) 

(3.00 pm 
Baptisms) 

2nd 
Sunday 

9.30 am 
Parish 
Communion 

11.00 am 
FIISH Service 
 

  

3rd Sunday 9.30 am 
Parish 
Communion 

11.00 am 
All Age Eucharist 

  3.30 pm 
Choral Evensong (in 
new year)  

4th Sunday   
 

11.00 am 
Parish Communion 

  

5th Sunday  9.30 am (BCP) 
Holy Communion  

11.00 am 
Service of the Word 

 3.30 pm Vision Service 
(in new year)  

 
Wednesdays    9.30 am    Said Eucharist 
Last Wednesday   5.00 pm    Family Church 
 

Please send your feedback on the new pattern of services to 
focusgroup@ifieldparish.org 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 

 
Holy Communion with ashing 14th February at 9.30 am and 7.00 pm 
 
 

LENT COURSES 
 

The following courses are being offered, and all are welcome to attend: 
 
“A Place for Us” – a course based on West Side Story: Mondays from 10.30am 
to 12 noon at Tree House, Rusper Road, beginning by watching the film in two 
parts on 5th and 12th February, followed by 5 study sessions on 19th and 26th 
February, and 4th, 11th and 18th March. 
 
Biblical Reflections for Lent - a series of reflections and meditations based on 
readings from the Psalms, Epistles and Gospels, in the Youth Room at the back 
of the church on Wednesdays from 10.15 to 11.45 am, on 21st & 28th February, 
and13th & 20th March. 
 
For more information, please contact Jill Bell on 01293 521699 or by email at 
reader@ifieldparish.org  



PARISH HOUSE GROUPS 
 

Mondays 10.30 am–12 noon at Tree House, Rusper 
Road   
Please contact Jill Bell on 521699 for details 

 
Tuesdays 7.30-9.30 pm  
Venue may vary.  
Please contact Jo Strutt jo@bridgeham.com for details 

 
 
New members are always welcome  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
OPEN DOOR 

 

St. Margaret’s Church 
Ifield 

 
1st Wednesday of the month 

10.15am - 12 noon 
 

All welcome to come and 
 

chat 
drink coffee 
make friends 

 



200 CLUB 
 

The latest 200 Club Building Fund draw took place on14th January.  The results 
are set out below: 
 
1st Michael Briggs     £45.00 
2nd Anonymous        £27.00 
3rd  Rita Strutt           £18.00 
 
The next draw will be on11th February. 
 
Thank you for your valued and continued support - new members are most 
welcome!  

 
 
The current cold weather has been a worry for many of our families, who are 

concerned about the impact of paying for heating 
on their family finances. Our winter fuel fund has 
been a massive help to them in this regard. We 
are also still supporting families with multiple 
complex issues who need significant help. The 
biggest needs for our help remain financial 
issues, mental health support and support for 
children with additional needs who are struggling 
with education. 

 
For more information, or to donate, please visit:  familysupportwork.org 
 
 

                                    



 
OUR YOUTH GROUPS 

 
Junior Youth Club -   School Years 1-4 

 
Above Youth Club  -  School Years 5-8 

 
 

For more information, please contact the Rector 
 
 

EASTER TEAM FOODBANK 
Especially needed for next time:  

Nappies size 2 and above 
Tea bags (preferably boxes of 80/100)  

Please leave items in the basket in church or contact sue@ifieldparish.org for 
collection.  

 
  

It’s church, it’s messy, it’s for little ones, their parents and carers! 
 

9 till 10.30am every Monday in term time 
St Margaret’s Church  

 

  



WHO’S WHO IN IFIELD PARISH 
 

Rector   Revd. Christine Spencer    561283           rector@ifieldparish.org 
Curate  Revd. Dominic Desouza-Campbell    curate@ifieldparish.org 
Reader  Jill Bell   521699  reader@ifieldparish.org 
Parish Wardens       Andy Ironside  07758 168411 andy@ifieldparish.org 

Kevin Lawler   07792 809165 kevin@ifieldparish.org 
  

PCC Secretary Clare Wilson             416438          pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Treasurer James May   529146        treasurer@ifieldparish.org 
Safeguarding  Amy Wilson    07701 098350      
safeguarding@ifieldparish.org    
 
 
 

REST DAYS 
Please note that Friday is our Rector’s rest day  

Our Curate’s rest day is Saturday 
 
 
 

   PLEASE NOTE 
                St. Margaret’s weekly notices can be viewed on the parish website 

 
 

IFIELD PARISH WEBSITE 
       www.ifieldparish.org 
  

Please send any information/photos for publication on the website to  
Carl Peirce carl@ifieldparish.org 

 
 

Follow us:  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stmargaretsifield 

 
 
 

IFIELD PARISH OFFICE 
Mondays-Thursdays 9.00 am – 12 noon 

1 Lychgate Cottage, Ifield Street, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 
Parish Administrator: Mave Eshun   Tel: 537578  Email: office@ifieldparish.org 
 
 

 
Please send any updates for the March 2024 issue to Jill Bell   

reader@ifieldparish.org by 19th February 


