
 

 
 

   
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

 
I started writing this on Ascension Day and couldn’t help but recall that someone I 
knew said that this was ‘the day Jesus started working from home’! 
 
It seems to me that it has been a long 40 days since Easter this year, due to the 
uncertainty of whether we can begin to look forward to the return of the more 
‘normal’ or not as Covid variants seem to be continuing to cause doubt and concern.  
 

But the current situation has helped me to appreciate how it might have been for the first followers 
of Jesus. They were filled with uncertainty but had signs of hope – for them, meeting the risen Lord 
Jesus, but they were still not sure of the future. And for Christians that remains the present reality 
too. 
 
We’re still not sure when we can sing in church, whether we can have more services each week, 
when we no longer need to wear masks, when we can stop social distancing – and when we can do 
these things, I think we need to be prepared that these things will probably not happen all at once 
and for some time things may not be as they were before the start of the pandemic.  
 
It’s possible that broadcast services will remain, so that those unwilling or unable to attend can still 
be fed spiritually, and while lacking the closeness of fellowship with others, the same risen, ascended 
Jesus will meet with us whether we are in church, or in our homes. 
 
Because that’s what the Ascension is all about. Jesus really did start working from home. But unlike 
us this meant he was no longer limited by what makes us, and him, human. Before he ascended 
back to his Father in heaven, he gave to his troubled friends several promises. 
 
The first was that they would receive another helper, another friend – The Holy Spirit – one who is 
like Jesus, but whose presence would reassure them once he had left. The Holy Spirit arrived at 
Pentecost 10 days after Ascension and 50 days after Easter, which this year was on 23rd May. 
 
Second, he promised eternal hope. Jesus promised to prepare a place for us in his Father’s house 
– what an amazing image of eternal life. A place where we will be known and will know both God 
and our loved ones. This crisis has caused many of us to re-evaluate our lives, and for some this 
has meant regaining faith and trusting in a loving God, one who is close to us even when we at the 
moment have to be separate from others. 
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Jesus completed his work on earth, returned to his Father, and now, each and every day, gives hope 
to troubled hearts. Please do hang on to that, and remember I am here for you – practically and 
spiritually.  
 
With every blessing             
 
Christine  
 

SERVICES AT ST. MARGARET’S  
 
2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays  11.00 am   Holy Communion (said) 
1st Sunday    11.00 am   Non-Eucharistic Service 
 

 
Tickets are required for these services.  Please see the website or contact the Parish Office 

 
Masks must be worn in church. 

 
 A recording will be available via the parish website later in the day. 

 
 

ST. MARGARET’S PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

SUNDAY 18TH JULY 

  
Please look out for more information in next month’s issue, on the website and in the notice sheets 

 
 

ON-LINE SERVICES 
 
2nd Sunday      9.30 am   FIISH for young families 
 

Please see the parish website for details 
 

 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE EASTER TEAM 
 

Nearly 40 new clients registered in May with 80-100 parcels going out each week plus utility 
(gas/electricity) top ups provided where needed. The cold spring weather has prolonged spending 
on heating resulting in less to spend on food. 
 
Thanks everyone for your continued support.  Easter Team are very grateful for every donation 
especially - 
 
Cereal, biscuits, tinned meat/fish, baked beans, tinned potatoes and pasta sauce. 
 
NEXT DELIVERY FRIDAY 4th JUNE 
 
Sue Gilbert 



 
NEWS FROM FSW 

 

 
 
 
I plan to take part in this sponsored walk (the longer route!).  If you would like to join me to make  
up a St. Margaret’s Team, I would be delighted to hear from you.  If not, I hope you will consider 
sponsoring us in support of this vital service. 
 
Sponsor forms will be available in church as soon as permitted. 
 
With thanks in anticipation, 
Jill 
 



 
WHO’S WHO IN IFIELD PARISH 

 
Rector    Revd. Christine Spencer 561283             rector@ifieldparish.org    
Curate   Revd. Jamie Gater     852763 curate@ifieldparish.org  
Retired Clergy  Revd. Daphne Goodwin     886896   dapheter@aol.com  
Reader   Jill Bell   521699 reader@ifieldparish.org 
Parish Wardens        Rob Pudney             437038       rob@ifieldparish.org 

Chris Bell     521699  chris@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Secretary  Clare Wilson             416438         pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Treasurer  James May   529146       treasurer@ifieldparish.org 
Safeguarding  Andy Cottee             202167 safeguarding@ifieldparish.org

  
Youth and Children   Naomi Gater    852763  ycofficer@ifieldparish.org  
Lychgate Bookings  Lisa Hull             532337 lmhull@virginmedia.com  

 
 
 

OUR RECTOR’S REST DAY 
Please note that Friday is our Rector’s rest day 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
St. Margaret’s weekly notices can be viewed on the parish website 

 
IFIELD PARISH WEBSITE 

       www.ifieldparish.org 
  

Please send any information/photos for publication on the website to  
Carl Peirce carl@ifieldparish.org 

 
Follow us:  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stmargaretsifield 
 

 
IFIELD PARISH OFFICE 
Mondays-Thursdays 9.00 am – 12 noon 

1 Lychgate Cottage, Ifield Street, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 
Parish Administrator: Mave Eshun   Tel: 537578  Email: office@ifieldparish.org 
 

 
 

Please send any updates for the July 2021 issue to Jill Bell   
reader@ifieldparish.org by 21st June 

 
 
 
 
 


