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Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 
Loved as you are 

 
Sunday 19th March 2023 

Lent 4 
Mothering Sunday 

 
Everyone is welcome to St Margaret’s. In this service of the Eucharist we 

remember with thanksgiving the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and his self-giving for the sins of the whole world. As the bread and 

wine are offered, symbols of that self-giving, so we offer ourselves to God and 
receive at communion the life of Christ. So nourished, we are enabled to go 

out into the world to live in the service of God. 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

As we gather before the service, we speak to God. During the service, we let God speak 
to us. After the service, we speak to each other. 
 

Priére a Notre Dame      

Prayer to Our Lady  
Leon Boëllmann 1862-1897 
 

    
We stand and sing at the entrance of the clergy 

 
Processional Hymn 

 
Sing we of the Blessèd Mother 
Who received the angel’s word, 
And obedient to his summons 
Bore in love the infant Lord, 
Sing we of the joys of Mary 
At the breast that child was fed, 
Who is Son of God eternal 
And the everlasting Bread. 
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Sing we, too, of Mary’s sorrows, 
Of the sword that pierced her through, 
When beneath the cross of Jesus 
She his weight of suffering knew, 
Looked upon her Son and Saviour 
Reigning high on Calvary’s tree, 
Saw the price of man’s redemption 
Paid to set the sinner free. 
 
Sing again the joys of Mary 
When she saw the Risen lord, 
And in prayer with Christ’s apostles 
Waited on his promised word: 
From on high the blazing glory 
Of the Spirit’s presence came, 
Heavenly breath of God’s own being, 
Manifest through wind and flame. 
 
Sing the chiefest joy of Mary 
When on earth her work was done, 
And the Lord of all creation 
Brought her to his heavenly home: 
Virgin Mother, Mary blessèd, 
Raised on high and crowned with grace, 
May your Son, the world’s Redeemer, 
Grant us all to see his face. 
Words: Revd. George B Timms 1910-1997 Music: Cyril Taylor 1907-1991 

 

THE GREETING 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 
and also with you. 
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WORDS OF WELCOME  
 

MEDITATION 
 
It’s Sunday morning, last week, with all its demands, is over. The coming 
week, with yet another round of challenges and demands, is not quite here. I 
invite you to close your eyes and be in the moment. No matter where you are 
in your thoughts and feelings—relieved about what you have accomplished, 
anxious about what’s left undone, concerned about people or projects—no 
matter where you are in your journey this day—I encourage you to set all that 
aside and consider where you are right now. Whatever is true for you right 
now, in this moment, whether it be joy or sadness, gratitude or anxiety, let it 
come forward. When it is fully present, then listen  . . . for God is present in 
these moments, too. God meets you where you are and calls you forward, 
moment by moment, guiding you slowly but surely toward transformation. 
 
(Silent time.) 
 
As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the darkness and pain caused by 
the lack of basic needs—lack of food, of shelter, of education, of healthcare, 
of love. 
 
 (A pink candle is extinguished.) 

Let us pray: 

Loving God, we thank you that you are with us, and that we may call upon 
you no matter where we are, or what we are feeling. Keep us mindful of 
your presence and trusting in your promise—that you are working with us in 
the moment-by-moment unfolding of our lives. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF PENITENCE  

 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. Let us 
confess our sins. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against 
our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through 
weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent 
of all our sins.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive 
us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the 
glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, pardon 
and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
THE KYRIE 
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THE COLLECT 

 
The priest introduces a period of silent prayer with the words, ‘Let us pray.’ 
The Collect is said, and all respond, Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Please sit for the readings 
 
First Reading 
1 Samuel 1.20-28 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians 3.12-17 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand for the Gospel 
The Gospel Reading 
John 19.25b-27 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please remain standing until the preacher has introduced the Sermon 

 
THE SERMON 
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We stand 

 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
From there he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 
Prayers for the Church, the world, and for all human need.  After each petition 
the following response is used: 
 

 
and at the end of the prayers 
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Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

We stand to share the peace. 
 

The Peace 
 
The priest introduces the Peace 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you.  
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 
Please remain standing to sing the offertory hymn.  

 
The Presentation of the Gifts 
 
During the Offertory hymn the bread and wine and the collection are brought to the 
altar and the altar is prepared. 
 

Father in heaven, thank you for Mothers, 
Loving and caring all the day long; 
Thank you for parents working to feed us, 
Mothers and fathers loving and strong. 
 
Thank you for Mary, “Blest among women,” 
She whom you chose to mother your Son; 
Pattern of goodness, trust and obedience, 
Help us to love you as she has done. 
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Guardian of truth the Church is our mother, 
Telling of Jesus, agent of grace. 
Filled with his Spirit making us brothers,  
Joining his people in every place. 
 
Parents and children praise God together, 
Praise for our homes and all that he gives; 
May we serve others as serving Jesus, 
Make every home the place where he lives.   

Words: Anon  
Music: Gaelic Melody Harm: Stephen Dean b. 1948 

 

At the end of the Blessing of the Gifts we respond 
 
Blessed be God forever 
 
We sit or stand 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

The Lord be with you  
And also with you  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
The priest praises God for his mighty acts and at the end we sing 
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Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and God of might. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna in the highest.  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and God of might. 
 
The priest continues with the prayer which recalls the Last Supper, after the 
elevation the priest says, ‘Great is the mystery of Faith’ 

  
The prayer continues and concludes with the doxology where we respond, 

 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come.  
Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread 
 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 

 
The Giving of Communion 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are 
those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
But only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
Draw near with faith. Receive the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave 
for you, and his Blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance 
that he died for you, feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
Please sit and wait to be directed for Communion. 

 
The sacrament will be administered to the congregation in both kinds.   As the priest 
offers you the host with the words ‘The Body of Christ’ please respond Amen.  
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As you are offered the chalice, please remember you won’t be permitted to handle the 
sides of the chalice only the base. 
 
 When you are offered the chalice to take a sip with the words ‘The Blood of Christ,’ 
please respond Amen. 
 
You will not be permitted to ‘dip’ the host into the chalice and must consume the host 
before receiving wine from the chalice. There is no need now to return to your seat with 
the host in your hands. 

 
During the distribution of Communion 
 
Benedictus from Messe pro Organo   Franz Liszt 1811-1886 

 
Reflection 
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Words and Music: Stephen C Horsman b. 1961 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
The Priest prays the post-communion prayer followed by 

 
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared 
your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  May we who share 
Christ’s Body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we 
whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  Keep us firm in the hope you 
have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole 
earth live to praise your name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

NOTICES 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
Please stand 

 
The priest gives the blessing. 
Amen. 
 
We go into the world to walk in God’s light,  
to rejoice in God’s love,  
and to reflect God’s glory. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice, 
Tender to me the promise of his word, 
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done, 
His mercy sure, from age to age the same, 
His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
The hungry fed, the humble, lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children’s children and for evermore! 
Words: based on Lk 1:46-55 Rt Rev. Timothy Dudley-Smith b. 1926 
Music: Walter Greatorex 1877-1949 

 
Postlude: Ora Pro Nobis: Litany R383    Franz Liszt 1811-1886 

Pray for us. 
 

Franz Liszt was born in Hungary and became one of the great virtuosi of his time. 
Towards the latter part of his life much of his composition work was of a religious nature 
and he took minor orders in the Catholic Church. The melody of the litany: Ora Pro Nobis, 
'Pray for us' was brought to Rome from Jerusalem by Princess Caterina Hohenzollern, 
Liszt arranged it for organ in 1864 and dedicated it to Monsignor Gustav von Hohenlohe, 
who would later become a Cardinal. It was from Mgr. Gustav that Liszt was to receive the 
tonsure in the Vatican in 1865. 
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Registered Charity Account no.  1132318 
 

Calamus License No.95 CCL License No. 210222 
The Ordinary is ©2019 Stephen C Horsman 

The Intercession Response is ©2023 Stephen C Horsman 
The service material is taken from Common Worship. © Copyright 2000 The Archbishop’s Council. 

 
 

Notices 

 
Service next Sunday: 
Lent 5 

 
Sung Eucharistic Service (11.00 am) 
and on Facebook and the parish website www.ifieldparish.org 

 
 
 

http://www.ifieldparish.org/
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