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Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 

Loved as you are 
 

SUNDAY 11TH JANUARY 2026 
BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

 
 

Everyone is welcome at St Margaret’s. 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

As we gather before the service, we speak to God.  
During the service, we let God speak to us.  
After the service, we speak to each other. 
    
 
We stand and sing at the entrance of the clergy 
 
Processional Hymn 
 
God is working his purpose out, 
as year succeeds to year, 
God is working his purpose out, 
and the time is drawing near; 
nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
From utmost east to utmost west, 
wherever feet have trod, 
by the mouth of many messengers 
goes forth the voice of God, 
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‘Give ear to me, ye continents, 
ye isles, give ear to me, 
that the earth may be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea.’ 
 
What can we do to work God’s work, 
to prosper and increase 
the love of God in all mankind, 
the reign of the Prince of peace? 
What can we do to hasten the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea? 
 
March we forth in the strength of God, 
with the banner of Christ unfurled, 
that the light of the glorious gospel of truth 
may shine throughout the world; 
fight we the fight with sorrow and sin, 
to set their captives free, 
that the earth may be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
All we can do is nothing worth 
unless God blesses the deed; 
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide 
till God gives life to the seed; 
yet nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 

ARTHUR CAMPBELL AINGER (1841–1919) 
Music: BENSON MILLICENT DOUGLAS KINGHAM (1866-1927) 
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THE GREETING 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 
and also with you. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME  
 
 

THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE  
 
The priest introduces the prayer ending with  
Let us confess our sins. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, through our own 
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  For 
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all 
that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to 
the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
The priest offers absolution at the end please respond 
Amen. 
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THE GLORIA 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 
 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

The priest introduces a period of silent prayer with the words, ‘Let us pray.’ 
The Collect is said, and all respond, Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Please sit for the readings 
 
First Reading 
Isaiah 42:1-9  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 
Acts 10: 34-43 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand  
 
The Gospel Reading 
Matthew 3:13-17 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please remain standing until the preacher has introduced the Sermon 

 
 

THE SERMON 
We stand 
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THANKSGIVING FOR HOLY BAPTISM 

 
God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life. 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more. 
 
Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
who keeps his promise forever. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The priest offers some prayers ending with  
For all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours, now and 
forever. 
Alleluia. Amen 
 
The priest then offers some prayers ending with  
From all our sins, O Lord: 
Wash us, and we shall be clean 
 
Two further prayers are offered please respond  
Amen 
 
 
The people are sprinkled with the Holy Water  
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Prayers for the Church, the world, and for all human need.  After each petition the 
following response is used: 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
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and at the end of the prayers: 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

We stand to share the peace. 
 
The Peace 
The priest introduces the Peace 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you.  
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 
 
Please remain standing to sing the offertory hymn.  
 
We turn to Christ anew 
who hear his call today, 
his way to walk, his will pursue, 
his word obey. 
To serve him as our King 
and of his kingdom learn, 
from sin and every evil thing 
to him we turn. 
 
We trust in Christ to save; 
in him new life begins: 
who by his cross a ransom gave 
from all our sins. 
Our spirits’ strength and stay 
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who when all flesh is dust 
will keep us on that final day, 
in him we trust. 
 
We would be true to him 
till earthly journeys end, 
whose love no passing years can dim, 
our changeless friend. 
May we who bear his name 
our faith and love renew, 
to follow Christ our single aim, 
and find him true. 

TIMOTHY DUDLEY-SMITH (b. 1926) 
Words: © Timothy Dudley-Smith in Europe and Africa; © Hope Publishing Company for the United States of America and 

the rest of world. Reproduced by permission of Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 
Music: LEONI Hebrew melody notated by THOMAS OLIVERS (1725-1799) 

 
The Presentation of the Gifts 
 
During the Offertory hymn the bread and wine and the collection are 
brought to the altar and the altar is prepared.  
 
At the end of the Blessing of the Gifts  please respond 
 
Blessed be God forever 
 
We sit or stand 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

The Lord be with you  
And also with you  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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The priest praises God for his mighty acts and at the end we say, 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
The priest continues with the prayer which recalls the Last Supper, after the 
elevation the priest says, ‘Great is the mystery of Faith’ 
 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 
 
The prayer continues and concludes with the doxology where we respond, 
Amen  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come.  
Your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 



10 
 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread 
 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
The Giving of Communion 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
But only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
The priest invites everyone to come to Communion or for a blessing 
 
Please sit and wait to be directed for Communion. 
 
During the distribution of Communion music will be played 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
The Priest prays the post-communion prayer followed by 
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Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were 
still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and 
living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate 
of glory.  May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who 
drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give 
light to the world.  Keep us firm in the hope you have set before 
us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth 
live to praise your name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

NOTICES 
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Please stand 
 
The priest gives the blessing 
Amen. 
 
We go into the world to walk in God’s light,  
to rejoice in God’s love,  
and to reflect God’s glory. 
 
 
We have come to Christ, the living water. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
Hymn 
 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings from the King of kings. 
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Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within; 
prepare we in our hearts a home, 
where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 
like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore 
earth’s own true loveliness once more. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent sets thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore, 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

Jordanis oras praevia 
CHARLES COFFIN (1676–1749) 

translated by JOHN CHANDLER (1806–1876)* 
Music: WINCHESTER NEW 

Adapted from a chorale in Musicalisches Hand-Buch, Hamburg 1690 
 
 
 

Registered Charity Account no.  1132318 
 

Calamus License No.95 CCL License No. 210222 
The service material is taken from Common Worship. © Copyright 2000 The Archbishop’s Council. 

 
 
 
 

Notices 
 
Service next Sunday: 
Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 
Parish Communion (11am) 
and on Facebook and the parish website www.ifieldparish.org 

 

http://www.ifieldparish.org/

